[Clinical value of the detection of diastolic mitral regurgitation by pulsed Doppler].
The reliability of pulsed Doppler echocardiography for the detection of mitral diastolic regurgitation was evaluated in 21 patients with severe aortic insufficiency and/or cardiomyopathy. Among these patients, 17 had sinus rhythm with a normal PR interval, while 4 had atrial fibrillation with short or normally lasting diastoles. Detection was negative in 10 cases (group A) and positive in the remaining 11 cases (group B). In all patients the data supplied by Doppler echocardiography were confirmed by angiography (100% sensitivity and specificity). A comparative study of right heart and left heart pressures in the two groups showed that group B patients had a special pressure profile, the most significant feature of which was an increase in pulmonary arterial and capillary pressures (p less than 0.01 and p less than 0.001 respectively). The diagnostic reliability of mitral valve diastolic regurgitation as to the presence of an abnormal mean pulmonary pressure was: sensitivity 80%, specificity 73%. Right heart pressures were either normal or very slightly elevated in group A patients. It is concluded that the presence of mitral diastolic regurgitation in patients with the pathology described indicates an unfavourable prognosis. This should be taken into account and lead to a systematic of mitral flow in these patients.